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HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PAGE AND TURNBULL

 

The Laundry Building was constructed in 1926 by the 

Fred Harvey Company to provide commercial laun-

dry services for the El Tovar Hotel. Opened for use in 

1927, the Laundry Building was built roughly the same 

time as the ATSF Power House to the east. Both build-

ings were designed in the same Rustic Swiss Chalet 

architectural vocabulary with cyclopean stone walls, 

brown-painted wood trim, shallow-pitched gable roofs 

and steel industrial sash. The east wall of the Laundry 

Building was intentionally left unfinished apparently in 

anticipation of a future addition. The Laundry Building 

ceased to function as a commercial laundry and has 

been used henceforward as a storage facility. At vari-

ous points non-contributing additions were constructed 

around the perimeter of the building.

The Laundry Building is a contributor to the World 

Heritage, National Register and National Historic 

Landmark districts.

As part of the Grand Canyon River Heritage Museum, 

we would be removing the later non-contributing addi-

tions, restoring damaged and missing features to match 

existing and focusing new construction on the ‘unfin-

ished’ east side of the building.

The building was well constructed and is in good con-

dition overall but will require rehabilitation of deferred 

maintenance features such as stone repair and repoint-

ing, wood repair and replacement and selective steel 

window replacement. The interior rehabilitation will 

include removal of later non-contributing partitions 

to reveal the original open volume with exposed steel 

trusses and laundry track.

Laundry Building
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EXTERIOR SELECTIVE DEMOLITION

Existing East Elevation

Existing South Elevation

Existing West Elevation
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LAUNDRY BUILDING REHABILITATION  WEST ELEVATION
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LAUNDRY BUILDING REHABILITATION EAST ELEVATION
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LAUNDRY BUILDING REHABILITATION NORTH ELEVATION
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LAUNDRY BUILDING REHABILITATION SOUTH ELEVATION


